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A Problem-based Learning Model for Integrated Subjects
and its Implementation in Elementary Schools

Kim, Insook
Gwangju National University of Education, Dept. of Education

(Abstract)

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to explore strategies for problem-based learning based on the integrated
curriculum of right life, wise life, and enjoyable life subjects. Method: In this study, a problem-based learning
model suitable for the integrated subjects for primary grade students in the elementary school was developed
and implementation strategies were proposed. The criteria for developing a problem-based learning model based
on integrated curriculum are as follows. First, in consideration of the developmental characteristics of primary
grade students, it was organized by sub-dividing the stages so that problem-based learning activities can be
petformed at the elementary level. Second, for problem-based learning, the stages were composed of various
activities with inter-disciplinary nature. Results and Conclusion: The detailed operation model of problem-based
learning based on integrated curriculum is 1) meeting problems, 2) describing problems, 3) knowing background
knowledge, 4) planning problem solving, 5) finding problem solving methods, 6) solving problems, 7) organizing
the results, 8) making the results, 9) presenting the results, and 10) organizing and evaluating. In the process
of operating problem-based learning based on the integrated curriculum, the parts that teachers need to mainly
reorganize are 'checking of problems' and 'solution building' steps. For the primary grade students who have not
fully developed self-directed learning ability, teachers should implement careful teaching strategies in the process
of problem-based learning. In the stages of 'building solution' and 'presenting', various learning activities are
conducted with a style of integrative curricullum. By applying the explored knowledge to various expressive
activities, students could increase their interest in learning and obtain the effect of memory and transfer of
knowledge.

Key words: problem-based learning model, implementation strategies of problem-based learning, integrated subjecrs, primaty grade
students
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