WEFEA Ao AA
Journal of Educational Conmumity Research and Practice
2020, Vol. 2, No. 1, pp.45-61
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(Abstract)

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify the effects of playfulness and emotional intelligence on
leadership during early childhood, the crucial stage of developing peer relationship. Method: The data were
collected during the period of 9th July to 24th July 2016. The kindergarten teachers of 3-5 years old children
in the city C were surveyed inquiring about young children's playfulness, emotional intelligence and leadership.
500 questionnaires were returned and 485 were finally selected and analysed by using SPSS 14.0. Results: The
research findings of this study were as follows: Firstly, the scores of playfulness, emotional intelligence and
leadership increased as the age of the children increased. The children's playfulness and leadership were different
depending on gender: the girls scored higher than the boys. Secondly, playfulness, emotional intelligence and
leadership were related with each other. Thirdly, playfulness has the strongest effect on young children's
development of leadership. "Social Spontaneity", sub-variable of Playfulness, had the most powerful effect on
leadership. This study implied how to promote young children's leadership. Conclusion: Young children should
have the opportunities to contact with peers intimately, cooperatively and initiatively. Play guidances need be
provided in order to promote young children's social spontaneity (e.g. cooperative play program). Finally, teacher
training courses are required for teachers to understand the value of young children's playfulness for developing

leadership.
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